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his wife to take up the study of law. She passed the bar and took
a great proportion of his legal burdens off his shoulders. He
threw himself into the political arena and within a few months
delivered fifty attacks upon the Republican Governor of Ne-
braska.

In 1890 he received the Democratic nomination for Congress
in a Republican district. It was a questionable honor for the
young crusader. The older politicians had refused the nomina-
tion because of the certainty of their defeat. "Let him be the vic-
tim instead of us"

Bryan accepted his sacrificial "duty," stuffed his pockets full
of radishes, a vegetable of which he was inordinately fond, and
started out on a barnstorming campaign. And, to everybody's
amazement, won the election.

William Jennings Bryan, said the politicos throughout the
country, is a young man to be watched.

IV

THE FIRST SPEECH he made in Congress (March 16, 1892) dealt
with the tariff. "On this question I wish to say, Mr. Chairman,
that the policy of the Democratic party is not hostility to indus-
tries. We welcome to this country every industry that can stand
upon its feet; but we do not welcome the industries that come to
ride upon our backs." Here was a new voice against the exploi-
tation of the weak by the strong. "These are the men who can
gather around a banquet board ... at ten dollars per plate,
when within a stone's throw of their banquet hall were people
to whom a ten-cent meal would be a luxury." Even the Republi-
cans in the House nodded approval as he went on: "We cannot
afford to degrade the common people of this land, for they are
the people who in time of prosperity and peace produce the
wealth of the country, and they are also the people who in time
of war bare their breasts to a hostile fire in defense of the flag."
And there were moist eyes in the audience as he concluded the